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GLOBAL 
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DEFENCE

gloBal Human RigHts defenCe (GHRD) is an international human rights organisation with the aim to specifically 
address those areas and populations of the world where severe and extensive human rights violations of certain eth-
nic, religious, and linguistic minorities have taken place for long periods, and where structural help and global atten-
tion of the international media have proven to be absent or insufficient.

The South Asia region is the main focus of GHRD’s work, with liaison-offices in Bangladesh, Jammu & Kashmir (India) 
and Nepal/Bhutan. 

Additionally, GHRD keeps active contacts with representatives in Afghanistan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Pakistan and sri 
Lanka. 

The work of GHRD is operated through three main pillars: 
- human rights reporting
- humanitarian aid 
- human rights education

GHRD was established in 2003 in the Hague, the Netherlands.
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AsF - Acid survivors Foundation 
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ACC - Anti-Corruption Commission

AHRC - Asian Human Rights Commission
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BIHR - Bangladesh Institute for Human Rights 

BNP - Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
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HRCBM - Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities

ICCPR - International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 

KNM - Khatme Nabuwat Movement

MEP – Member of the European Parliament

PCG - Peace Campaign Group 

RAB - Rapid Action Battalion

VPRA - Vested Properties Return Act 2001

LIsT 
OF 
ABBREVIATIONs

     page 5



Global Human Rights Defence was founded in 2003, and 
officially established its chapter in Bangladesh in early 
2004. The 2006/ 2007 report on the minority human rights 
situation in Bangladesh, with a summary of the 2006 situ-
ation and a full report running from January to August 
2007,  was conducted in the Head Office of GHRD, situat-
ed in The Hague, The Netherlands. The report is based on 
the investigative material received from the GHRD-Dhaka 
representative in Bangladesh. This representative initiates 
investigations upon receiving information from victims of 
violations, or after being alerted to violations by news-
paper reports. In addition to this, information from the 
local Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities 
(for which the GHRD-Dhaka representative is the Dhaka 
Chapter President), the Bangladesh Rehabilitation Centre 
for Trauma Victims (and its research body, the Bangla-
desh Institute for Human Rights), and ODHIKAR is utilised. 
These organisations are all located in Bangladesh; they 
are gathering recent information in the field, and con-
duct fact finding missions. This report is based on their 
direct observations.  In addition, GHRD exchanges infor-
mation with the Asian Human Rights Commission, a well 
recognised international and independent human rights 
organisation. Other sources have been the Asian Centre 
for Human Rights, Amnesty International, Human Rights 
Watch, Reporters without Borders, The Hindu American 
Foundation, and the united Nations.

Finally, GHRD uses current information from Bangladeshi 
media such as the Daily sangblad, Daily Janokontho, Daily 
Ajker Kagoj, Daily Prothom Alo, Daily Ittefaq, Daily Janamat 
and Daily star.  Reports about human rights violations, in 
particular against minority women, have been published 
in these magazines on a weekly basis throughout the year 
2007. All reports have been verified as reliable by our lo-
cal representative in Dhaka. However, we recognise that 
information produced by the media may be biased in one 
direction or another, and in particular in a country like 
Bangladesh with little or limited freedom of press, media 
are not suitable to rely upon as empirical evidence.  A 
decline of reported rapes in media illustrates the current 
political climate and democratic restraints, rather than an 
actual decline in human rights abuse. 

METHODOLOGy 
AND 

MATERIALs
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During 2007, as in previous years, the human rights situ-
ation in Bangladesh was of pressing concern. The esca-
lating tension surrounding the intended elections at the 
beginning of the year, and the student protests in August 
resulted in a general climate of uncertainty and insecu-
rity. The military backed interim government claimed to 
crack down on corruption and violence, at any price, and 
police violence, arbitrary arrests, extra judicial killings and 
torture was frequently reported. Heavy restrictions upon 
democratic freedoms followed the proclamation of state 
of emergency and human rights defenders and journal-
ists were continuously repressed and harassed have faced 
tremendous difficulties in their daily work.

The position of minorities continued to be a precarious 
one, with large numbers experiencing violations of their 
human rights during this time. Religious minorities were 
exposed to the dangers of physical attacks, including 
rape, as well as attack to religious buildings. In addition, 
the (Hindu) minorities continued to feel the effects of the 
Vest Property Act, despite the passing of the Vest Property 
Return Act.  Women were particularly vulnerable, as they 
faced discrimination due to their sex, and also other fac-
tors such as religion and ethnicity. sexual violence, acid 
attacks, dowry related violence and trafficking in women 
were some of the gravest and widespread abuses. 

INTRODuCTION
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COuNTRy 
FACTs



Bangladesh is situated to the east of India, in the fertile Ganges-Brahmaputra Delta. Following partition from India in 
1947, it gained independence from Pakistan after civil war in 1971, when Bengali East Pakistan seceded from its union 
with West Pakistan.  About a third of this extremely poor country floods annually during the monsoon rainy season, 
hampering economic development. The country is no stranger to political turbulence, having had at least 14 heads of 
state, and no less than four military coups, since independence. The Bangladesh National Party (BNP) came into power 
through the National Parliamentary elections in October 2001. Together with the Jamaat-e-Islami, Jatiya Party (Naziur) 
and Islami Oikya Jote they captured a 2/3 majority of seats in Parliament and could establish a four party coalition. Due 
to accusations of election misconduct the opposition party, Awami League (AL), initially boycotted the new govern-
ment and the elections were followed by political instability and country wide violence. After the elections violence 
against minorities has greatly increased. An estimated 500,000 persons belonging to minority groups have fled to India 
after the 2001 elections. These political troubles continued in the years leading up to 2007 when the new elections 
were postponed, with increasing religious militancy, corruption, and targeting of minorities.

Fig. 1

Population: 150,448,339 (July 2007 estimate1. 
Ethnic groups: Bengali 98 %, other 2% includes tribal groups and non-Bengali Muslims (2007) 
Religion: Muslim (sunni) 88.3%, Hindu 10.5%, other 1.2 % (Christian, Buddhist, shi’a Muslim, sikh, Baha, Animist, and 
Ahmediyya)
Languages: Bangla (official, also known as Bengali), English 

1 CIA World Fact Book  

POPuLATION 
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Location: southern Asia, bordering the Bay of Bengal, between Burma/Myanmar and India. 
Area Total: 144,000 sq km, 
Land: 133,910 sq km, water: 10,090 sq km, 
Land boundaries: Total: 4246 km, 
Natural resources: natural gas, arable land, timber, coal. 
Irrigated lands: 47,250 sq km (2003). 
Natural hazards: droughts, cyclones, much of the country is routinely inundated during the summer monsoon sea-
son. 

Fig. 2

GEOGRAPHIC AND TOPOGRAPHIC FACTs
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Bangladesh is party to the following international trea-
ties: The International Covenant on Economic, social and 
Cultural Rights (ICEsCR), date of accession 5 January 1999; 
the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), date of accession 6 December 2000; the Interna-
tional Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial 
Discrimination (CERD), date of accession 11 July 1979; the 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimina-
tion against Women (CEDAW), date of accession 6 Decem-
ber 1984; the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the 
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW-OP), date of ratification 22 December 2000; the 
Convention Against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or 
Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), date of ac-
cession 4 November 1998; the Convention on the Rights 
of the Child (CRC), date of ratification 2 September 1990; 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child on the involvement of children in armed con-
flict (CRC-OP-AC), date of ratification 12 February 2002; the 
Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child on the sale of children, child prostitution and child 
pornography (CRC-OP-SC), date of ratification 18 January 
2002; and the International Convention on the Protection 
of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their 
Families (MWC), signatory only 7 October 1998.

INTERNATIONAL TREATIEs
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In 2006 – 2007, tensions between the two main political par-
ties, the Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP), led by Khaleda 
Zia, and the Awami League (AL), led by sheikh Hasina con-
tinued, with frequent clashes between the two sides, as well 
as with police.  The political antagonism has violently mani-
fested itself amongst its supporters. The leading BNP’s term 
of office ended on 28 October 2006, leaving a controversial 
“Caretaker Government” to run the country. The Bangladeshi 
Constitution provides that an interim leader chooses advis-
ers to run the country and sets a new election schedule, in 
consultation with the political parties. This group determined 
that elections would take place on 22 January 2007. However, 
in November and December 2006, a fourteen-party opposi-
tion alliance led by the Awami League rejected the Caretaker 
Government’s control over the elections accusing it of being 
biased and pro-BNP. This criticism culminated in a blockade, 
which paralysed the majority of the country, resulting in a 
serious political crisis in the country. The Government de-
ployed the military throughout the country, claiming that 
this was necessary to maintain law and order. The action lead 
to the opposition alliance demanding the resignation of the 
President from the post of Chief Advisor to the Caretaker 
Government. The President, Iajuddin Ahmed, declared a state 
of emergency under Article 141A (1), (2), (3), 141B, 141C (1), 
(2), and (3) of the Constitution and resigned from the post 
on 11 January 2007. under the state of emergency, political 
activities on the streets were curtailed and the public was 
prohibited from criticising the government and its activities. 
At this time the planned general election for 22 January was 
postponed, with support from the uN and the Eu Election 
Observation Mission being withdrawn. The following day, 
the new head of the military-backed Caretaker Government, 
Fakhruddin Ahmed, vowed to crack down on corruption and 
violence within the country, and stated that elections would 
be held as soon as possible. This crackdown led to numerous 
politicians being arrested. The chief of Bangladesh’s Anti-
Corruption Commission (ACC), Hasan Mashhud Chowdhury 
said in July that some 200 people had been questioned or 
detained awaiting trial. The detainees included politicians, 
businessmen and others accused of involvement in extor-
tion and other acts of corruption. The leader of the Awami 
League, ex-Prime Minister sheikh Hasina, was charged with 
murder in April, and was prevented from returning from Eng-
land to Bangladesh, after the interim government requested 
that no international airline carry her. 
In August, violent clashes occurred between police and stu-
dents, who were demanding an end to emergency rule. This 
led to curfews in Dhaka and five other cities. 

POLITICAL
BACKGROuND
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In a European Parliament Resolution on Bangladesh, passed on 6 september, Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs) condemned actions of the authorities, including “the disproportionate response of the military and the police 
against the student protests which erupted in late August 2007 at Dhaka university”. MEPs have since stated that they 
are increasingly concerned by the “creeping militarization of the country”, recognising that “Bangladesh’s longstanding 
tradition of secular democracy, including respect for human rights and especially women’s rights, freedom of speech 
and religious tolerance, is increasingly under threat”. 

In early September, the leader of the BNP, ex-Prime Minister Khaleda Zia was arrested facing charges of extortion and 
corruption. Many observers believe that the government is determined to neutralise both Khaleda Zia and Sheikh 
Hasina before allowing elections to be held. The European Parliament expressed its concern over the justifications for 
these arrests and urged the Bangladeshi authorities to conduct the trials transparently and in accordance with the rule 
of law. MEPs have also called for a speed up in the electoral process and a return to democracy. The government says 
elections will be held only once it has rid the country of corruption, and promise that will be by the end of 2008. 
It is however doubtful if the country’s deep rooted corruption problems will be cleared by then. According to its 2007 
Corruption Perceptions Index, Transparency International has placed Bangladesh at number 162, out of 179 countries. 
This is compared with the position 156 in 2006, suggesting that, despite the moves by the caretaker government to 
eradicate corruption, the incidence of corruption has increased 2 . 

At the time of producing this report, the military backed government is continuing its campaign against allegedly 
corrupt officials. Whilst supporting an end to the widespread corruption in Bangladesh, GHRD is increasing concerned 
by the militarisation of the country and the implications this has for the protection of human rights. However, as part 
of the government’s latest reforms to clean up corrupt institutions, Bangladesh’s legal system was officially declared 
free from government control on 1 November. The judges and magistrates will now be impartially appointed by the 
supreme Court rather than by politicians. 

2 Transparency International
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MINORITy
GROuPs

It is GHRD’s mission to focus on minority groups which are otherwise overlooked. Whilst there is no universally ac-
cepted definition of a minority, the uN working definition is probably the most widely used and thus the definition 
GHRD has chosen to use as a starting point:

 “A group, numerically inferior to the rest of the population of a State, in a non-dominant 
position, whose members- being nationals of the State- possess ethnic, religious or linguistic char-
acteristics differing from those of the rest of the population and show, if only implicitly, a sense of 
solidarity, directed towards preserving their culture, traditions, religion or language” 3

Within Bangladesh there are a number of minority groupings, made up of religious groups and indigenous tribes. 
Muslims are in the majority, representing 88.3% of the population. Hindus make up the largest minority group, 
consisting of 10.5% of the population. The remaining 1.2% consists of non-Muslim and tribal groups (there is a lack of 
information regarding the precise or even the estimated number of people belonging to each group that composes 
this 1.2%)

3study on the Rights of Persons belonging to Ethnic, Religious and Linguistic Minorities. 
uN Document E/CN.4/sub.2/384/Add.1-7 (1977)
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In the lead up to the 1971 Liberation War, Hindus and Mus-
lims worked together to liberate their nation from Pakistan. 
During this period, an estimated two million East Pakistani 
citizens are believed to have been massacred, whilst an es-
timated 10 million (mainly Hindu) fled to India. The targets 
of the massacres were Bengali men; Hindu men were par-
ticular victims. In addition, approximately 200,000 Bengali 
women were raped with a genocidal motive. Following 
liberation, the first constitution of Bangladesh enshrined 
the equality of all citizens irrespective of religion, and de-
termined that Bangladesh was to be a secular country. In 
addition, the new President, sheikh Mujibur Rahman, in 
his first speech to the nation, recognised the dispropor-
tionate suffering of the Hindu population during the war. 
However, the Enemy Property Act of 1965 that was passed 
whilst Bangladesh was still part of Pakistan, a law discrim-
inating against non-Muslim ‘enemies of the state’ by al-
lowing their property to be confiscated, was not repealed 
and indeed was renamed as the Vested Property Act 1974. 
This act allowed the expropriation of Hindu property to 
continue, leaving much bitterness amongst Bangladeshi 
Hindus. In the following years, President Ziaur Rahman 
began to reintroduce Islamic symbolism into all spheres 
of national life, which culminated in the 1988 declaration 
by President Hussein Mohammed Ershad that Islam was 
to be the state Religion of Bangladesh. since that time 
tensions have risen between the Muslim majority and the 
Hindu minority, with violence against Hindu individuals, 
and attacks against temples, occurring frequently. 

The Hindu population percentage of Bangladesh (and the 
area it covered before independence) has reduced dra-
matically in the last 60 years.

However, due to the large number of people that the 
10.5% of Hindus translates into, individuals whose minor-
ity status results in them being more likely to be victims 
of human rights violations, GHRD is currently focusing the 
majority of its efforts on this group. In addition to the po-
tentially high frequency of violations, GHRD also believes 
that, whilst recognising that it is impossible to quantify or 
compare human suffering, Hindus in Bangladesh face hu-
man rights violations of extreme severity.     

     1947      31%

     1998      16%4

     2002      10.5%

     1961      19%

     Year      percentage of population

source: Discovery Bangladesh
Fig. 3

4Hindu American Foundation. 
Hindus in South Asia and the Diaspora: 
A Survey of Human Rights 2006 

HINDus
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In Bangladesh, 1.2% of the population consists of non-
Muslims and indigenous groups. The Ahmadiyya are a 
group of self proclaimed Muslims who believe that Mir-
za Ghulam Ahmad was the messiah, the mahdi and the 
mujaddid. They are not recognised as Muslim by main-
stream Islamists and are persecuted and discriminated 
against in Muslim countries worldwide. The Ahmadi-
yya community, numbering 100,000 in Bangladesh, has 
been subject to intimidation campaigns and attacks in 
recent years. In January 2004, following pressure from 
the extreme Islamist Khatme Nabuwat Movement to 
declare that the Ahmadiyya are not Muslim, the Bang-
ladeshi Government placed a ban on all Ahmadiyya 
publications, which was later suspended by the courts, 
but has not been revoked. The Ahmadiyya continue to 
be threatened, attacked, and have their mosques oc-
cupied by KNM followers, but during 2006, following 
international pressure, the police were able to prevent 
large-scale violence. However, attacks on Ahmadiyya 
homes and places of worship continued in 2007.

AHMADIyyA
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As reported by the World Council of Churches, Christians 
in Bangladesh live not only as a tiny minority in a Muslim 
country, they also live as a divided one. The Roman Cath-
olic Church is the largest church, with between 200,000 
and 250,000 members. Protestant churches together have 
about 150,000 members. According to the National Coun-
cil of Churches in Bangladesh, those 150,000 Protestants 
are divided into 51 different denominations5 .

CHRIsTIANs

The majority of Buddhists within Bangladesh are found 
within the Chittagong Hill Tracts (CHT), and are members 
of Adibashi groups (see fig. 5).

A small number of Bangladesh’s indigenous population 
(see fig. 5) are Animists. Animists believe that a soul or 
spirit exists in every object, even if it is inanimate. 

BuDDHIsT

ANIMIsT

5World Council of Churches  
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According to the 1981 census, Bangladesh’s Adibashi (in-
digenous) population consisted of 897,828 persons, which 
was roughly 1 % of the total population. The Adibashi 
groups live primarily in the CHT, and are collectively know 
as “Jumma”.  

The Jumma consist of 13 tribes who differ from the ma-
jority of the population in terms of their sino-Tibetan 
decent, culture, language, and religion, which is predomi-
nantly Buddhist (although there are Animists and Chris-
tians amongst their number). since Bangladeshi inde-
pendence the Jumma have experienced discrimination 
on a large scale facing eviction, arbitrary detention, and 
torture and in the early years of Bangladesh. They were 
also the targets of massacres, often perpetuated by gov-
ernment forces.  The population demographic in the CHT 
has changed dramatically since 1941.

Now only approximately half of the CHT population is 
Jumma, and this group faces continuing problems. Ac-
cording to the Peace Campaign Group (PCG)6 , the Jumma 
indigenous people in the CHT have been amongst the 
worst victims of the current unstable political situation in 
Bangladesh. The PCG states that the government forces 
“are using the state of emergency as a political tool to sup-
press their democratic voice for proper implementation 
of the CHT Accord [which provides a degree of autonomy 
to the Jumma], a prerequisite for democracy, peace and 
development in the region” 7. Freedom of speech has been 
severely restricted in the CHT; mobile phone services have 
been banned and internet services are monitored mean-
ing that communication with international human rights 
groups and the media is virtually impossible. The Jumma 
are not able to move freely; military checkpoints are wide-
spread. In addition to this, indigenous political leaders are 
being specifically targeted. However, in a positive instance 
of minorities taking action to improve their situation, the 
Adibashi community insisted upon an improvement in 
their situation with the implementation of their ten-point 
demands. At a press conference that coincided with the 
8th August International Tribal Day, the Adibashi present-
ed a case for the protection of their rights, and their exist-
ence8 . They listed 10 demands which would put into ac-
tion the protection required, including withdrawal of false 
cases against Adibashi.

ADIBAsHI 

6unrepresented Nations and People Organization
 7unrepresented Nations and People Organization
 8The Bangladesh Today 

population percentages of ethnic groups 
in the Chittagong Hill tracts

     1941                    98,5%  1,5% 

     1961                    88%    12%

    1974                    77%   33%

     1951                    91%   9%

     
     Year        ethnic Jumma people       Bengalis     

     1981                    58,6%   41,4%

    1991                    51,43%   48,57%

source: unrepresented Nations and Peoples Organization
Fig. 5

Fig. 4
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MAIN 
HuMAN 
RIGHTs 
IssuEs 

In Bangladesh, religious and cultural differences from the majority of the population, deliberate or unintentional hin-
drance of investigations by members of the authorities, laws that are defective and discriminatory, and the lack of 
implementation of international instruments, means that the protection of minorities is minimal. During 2007, as in 
previous years, these minorities continued to face violence, persecution and exploitation.
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RELIGIOus PERsECuTION

In a non-secular society such as Bangladesh, it is neces-
sary to ensure that minority religious groups are able to 
practice their religion freely. Bangladesh is a party to the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (IC-
CPR), which ensures the rights to freedom of religion and 
expression. In addition, the constitution of Bangladesh has 
provided for all citizens to enjoy equality before the law, 
to be treated in accordance with the law, freedom of pro-
fession/occupation, freedom of religion, right to acquire 
property and protection of home and hearth. However, 
religious minorities are deprived from the fundamental 
rights of the constitution guaranteed under Article 27, 
31, 40, 41, 42 and 43 of the Constitution of Bangladesh, 
after the 8th Amendment incorporating “Islam” as state 
Religion. Madrassa education is the main plank of nurtur-
ing this process which has been strengthened by policies 
adopted by the government from time to time. Thus there 
exists a propensity of Bangladesh society to discriminate 
against non-Muslims (Hindus, Buddhists, Christians, and 
Ahmadiyyas). The escalating political and security condi-
tions in the year shift 2006/2007 contributed to an un-
precedented climate of fear and vulnerability among the 
minority population. Minority religious groups face re-
pression from the Government’s discriminatory laws, with 
individuals and religious sites frequently being the targets 
of attacks. 

GHRD investigated a report of the destruction of a tem-
ple structure and rest houses situated within sherpur P. s. 
of Bogra District, on 13 February. The Hindu Temple was 
destroyed by the Armed Forces due to the accusation 
that it was an unauthorized structure. However, accord-
ing to the findings of the GHRD-Dhaka representative, the 
Temple was not unauthorized. upon careful scrutiny of a 
number of documents, GHRD-Dhaka found that the de-
molished property was a “Debotter Property of the Deity 
sree sree Ma Bhabani and is not the khas [untenanted] 
land of the government” according to a judgement of the 
Civil Court. Following the destruction of the temple and 
other buildings, the pujaris (Brahmana priests) and other 
victims were forced to live without shelter. GHRD-Dhaka 
approached the police regarding this matter; the Officer 
in Charge noted GHRD’s concern, but did not take any 
remedial action. After this meeting, GHRD-Dhaka’s repre-
sentative received a telephone call from an Army Colonel 
and was threatened not to interfere in the matter again. 
It was noted by the GHRD representative that there were 
unauthorised structures on the Temple premises, belong-
ing to a high ranking member of the BNP, which were 
not demolished along with the temple and other Hindu 
buildings. This seems to represent religious discrimination 
by the Armed Forces.  
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According to media reports, 55 Christian families in the 
satkhira district were ostracised after a Christian couple 
were attacked and reported the incident to the police. 
The wife of the couple was contacted by a local influential 
man who told her to meet him regarding a family feud. 
On 21 March, she and her husband travelled to the man’s 
house, and on the way they were attacked and beaten. 
The couple went to the local police station to report the 
attack, and on 22 March the perpetrator was arrested. 
However, following the arrest, 40-50 men led by a relative 
of the accused, chairman of Tetulia union, came to the 
house of the Christian couple. The couple was forced to 
sign two blank pieces of paper. The next day, they were 
taken to the police station and forced to tell the Officer in 
Charge that the matter had been solved. Later the papers 
that had been signed were presented before the court, 
stating that the matter had been settled, and so the per-
petrator was granted bail on 25 March.  Following this, 
all the Christian families from the Christian Palli (village) 
were ostracised.

A Hindu minority community was targeted in a large 
scale attack which left more than two hundred people 
homeless, according to the Daily Janokontho & Jugantar. 
The fifty minority families of Sadar upazila of Dinajpur dis-
trict were living on government Khas (untenanted) land 
for approximately eight months, during which time they 
were repeatedly threatened by a local influential fam-
ily. This family had occupied the land prior to the Hindu 
community settling there. The minority families were har-
assed and told to leave the land, and even faced threats of 
death. At approximately midnight on 7 January more than 
one hundred people, equipped with sharp weapons, are 
alleged to have surrounded the Hindu community. Petrol 
was poured onto the houses of this community, until 50 
houses were ablaze. The perpetrators threw a young boy, 
5 years old, onto the fire, and threatened to kill others. 
Two hours after the fires were started the Hindu village 
lay in ruins. More than 20 people were injured, with six 
being admitted in Dinajpur Medical College Hospital. Ap-
proximately 200 people from the Hindu community went 
to the police station to file a case against the perpetra-
tors, but the police turned them away. In addition to this, 
the local union Parishad chairman and BNP leader was 
informed, but failed to take any action. Following the in-
cident, the 200 people of the Hindu community were left 
to live without shelter.  

media reports
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KIDNAP AND FORCED CONvERSION

Following the war in 1971, there continues to be residual tension amongst the Bangladeshi population. Persecution 
of religious groups is often materialized in the form of kidnapping and forcibly converting members of the religious 
groups, particularly children.  

GHRD-Dhaka received an appeal from the legal guardian of a minority girl who was abducted and converted to Islam 
on 30 June 2007. The victim, who is a 16 year old student at the Higher secondary school of Roymonnessa Mohilla 
College, Matlab, Chandpur District, was kidnapped and forced to convert by two known suspects. Her mother filed a 
case at the Matlab Police station but the incident was not recorded. GHRD’s observer in Dhaka contacted the Deputy 
Commissioner and was informed that the girl voluntarily embraced Islam and so there was no case to be investigated. 
However, according to Bangladeshi law, no minor can be converted until he or she reaches the age of 18 years old. 

GHRD investigated an incident on 19 January, in which a young Buddhist minority boy was abducted and forcefully 
converted to Islam. The father of the boy was informed of the names of the perpetrators and so went to see them. One 
of the perpetrators admitted that he had abducted the boy, and said that he would return him in a few days. The father 
of the victim did not take legal action because of his minority status. The victim was not rescued by the police until 1 
February. He was handed over to his father, but the police returned after just one hour and arrested the victim, taking 
him to the police station. The victim was accused of ‘violation of the peace’ and produced before the court, which sent 
him to prison. Later, the perpetrators spread rumours that the victim had voluntarily accepted Islam by making an af-
fidavit. However, according to Bangladeshi law, a minority victim cannot swear an affidavit before the Notary public.

In a similar case investigated by GHRD, A 14 year old Hindu minority girl was abducted and forced to convert to Islam. 
The victim was initially kidnapped on 15 January but was rescued the next day. However, a little over a month later 
she was abducted again by the same perpetrator, and this time was forcibly converted. This was despite the law in 
Bangladesh prohibiting conversion of minors. The family of the victim initiated proceedings against the kidnappers, 
but the report was not recorded. Indeed, once she was recovered, it was the victim that was taken into custody under 
the order of the local magistrate. GHRD was unable to determine why the victim had been taken into custody as she 
was not an accused in the case.
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media reports

In the Daily samokal published on 4 April 2007, it was re-
ported that a minority college girl was abducted in the 
Faridpur district, and had still not been rescued 24 days 
later. According to the allegations, her kidnapping was an 
act of revenge against the victim’s family. The victim’s fa-
ther’s house was illegally occupied during the liberation 
war of 1971. The occupiers were later evicted after Inde-
pendence. According to the mother of the victim, the son 
of the occupier came to her on 20 March and told her that 
he had committed the kidnapping in order to avenge his 
father’s eviction from the property.  

The Daily samokal also reports on the abduction of a 
young boy for the purpose of conversion to Islam. The 
minority child, aged nine, was abducted from the remote 
village of ullapara upazila in the sirajganj district on 18 
March. He was rescued by the police three days later, 
whilst he was being circumcised. One suspect was arrest-
ed. However, after filing the case against the accused, the 
father of the victim has been threatened by villagers to 
withdraw the case. The victim’s family is the only minority 
family within the village. Because of the threats, the father 
will not give any more information to the police, and has 
lost his job because of the time he spent with his son, 
completing the legal procedures.

The Daily Janamat reported that on 28 March, a 28 year 
old man kidnapped a 14 year old minority school girl and 
kept her confined in order to forcibly convert her to Islam. 
The father of the victim lodged a First Information Re-
port (FIR) at the Kotwali police station in Dinajpur, but has 
since been threatened to withdraw the case immediately. 
No one was arrested, nor was the victim recovered by the 
time the newspaper article went to print.

A 14 year old minority school girl from Hussaintala vil-
lage, Nobipur union, Muradnagar upazila was abducted 
on 13 May on her way back home from Alam High school. 
The Daily Ajker Kagoj reported that the girl was still miss-
ing eight days after her abduction. The Officer in Charge 
of Muradnagar police station stated that the police were 
trying their best to rescue the girl and that an arrest had 
already been made. A case was lodged with Muradnagar 
police station on 14 May in this connection accusing four 
persons including the suspect already in custody.
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FORCED EVICTION/ LAND GRABBING

The Vested Property Act was passed after the India-Paki-
stan war in 1965 and functioned as a tool to dispossess 
and displace the Hindus and other minorities deemed to 
be enemies of the state. The Act resulted in the major-
ity of Hindu’s losing their property to the Government of 
Bangladesh. Approximately 1 million or 40 percent of the 
total Hindu households in Bangladesh have been affected 
by the Vested Property Act, and the Hindu population has 
been dispossessed of land equivalent to 5.3 percent of 
the total lands area of Bangladesh9 . In the run up to the 
2001 election, the Vested Properties Return Act 2001 was 
passed, with the purpose of returning confiscated prop-
erty and making amends for the previous Act.  However, 
as highlighted in a 2006 study by Abul Barket of Dhaka 
university, nearly 200,000 Hindu families have lost or have 
been robbed of 122,000 bighas (1 bigha = 1333.33 square 
metres) of land since the years since the VPRA 2001 was 
passed10 . 

During the period of this report, the Government did not 
take any measures to implement the Vested Property Re-
turn Act 2001 providing for property restitution to those 
who had their property seized. The Government did not 
publish a list of vested property under its control and as 
a result, the original owners can not reclaim their entitled 
property. In the meantime huge acres of vested proper-
ties were still being misappropriated.

GHRD investigated a report of land eviction in the Chital-
mari upazila of Bagerhat district.  A group of illegal land 
grabbers attacked two Hindu minority families on 3 Feb-
ruary, looting their houses and beating up family mem-
bers.  A group of 20-25 men from a nearby village carried 
out the attacks after a dispute over land. The perpetra-
tors vandalized the house, family temple and a number of 
idols. Four men, a woman, and a young boy were injured 
in the attack and later taken to hospital. In addition, two 
women in their thirties were abducted by the perpetra-
tors. When one of the victims went to the police station 
to lodge a case, the police demanded 20,000 Taka. The 
victims are now in hiding, fearing for their safety.

  9Abul Barkat Department of Economics, Dhaka university, 
2000.
 10The Hindu American Foundation
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media reports Disputes over land often have serious consequences. For 
example, the Daily Banglabazar Patrika reported that the 
dead body of a young indigenous minority boy was re-
covered in the Rangamati district, an incident which was 
thought by locals to be related to longstanding feuds 
over land in the area. 

The Daily Ittefaq reported that a minority family was as-
saulted and had their land grabbed during an attack by 
10-12 individuals on 15 January, in Chitalmari upazila of 
Bagerhat district. Three people were injured. The family 
has now fled the area, as they fear the influential position 
of the perpetrators

The Daily Banglabazar Patrika reported that three minor-
ity families in Kabirhat upazila of Noakhali district have 
been repeatedly harassed and intimidated in order to 
evict them from their land. In the early 1990s many Hindu 
families left the area during the communal riots, after be-
ing harassed by a local influential family. This harassment 
continues to this day, with the remaining Hindu families 
being threatened and intimidated. For example, during 
the Eid festival, one family had the blood of a cow poured 
over the walls of their house. In addition, the young wom-
en of the families are often pursued and intimidated by 
the young men of the accused family, with no recourse 
due to the perpetrators influential status.

The Daily samakal, dated 16 January 2007, reported that 
10 minority households, situated in the Baniachang upa-
zilla of Habiganj District, became victims of arson. The 10 
households had faced numerous threats from the perpe-
trators regarding their land. On 8 January, the perpetra-
tors looted the belongings of the minority victims, taking 
amongst other things, fishing nets valued at 50,000 Taka 
and paddies worth 50,000 Taka. Following this, the perpe-
trators set fire to one house, from which the flames spread 
to nine other houses. The fires raged for several hours be-
fore coming under control. As a result of this attack, more 
than 150 people, including women and children, were left 
homeless, and forced to live without shelter. The total cost 
of the damages is estimated to be in excess of 15 million 
Taka.  
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ExTRA JuDICIAL KILLINGS

media reports

On 2 May evening, a private television channel, CsB News, 
reported on the attempted killing. The next evening a CsB 
journalist, who also works as a human rights defender, was 
telephoned by a major in the RAB. The major threatened 
the journalist, stating that there would be consequences 
if the station reported further on RAB activities. since this 
phone call, the authorities have taken no positive action 
in protecting the journalist.

The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), which started its opera-
tions on 14 April 2004, is an anti-crime and anti-terrorism 
unit consisting of members of the Bangladeshi Army, Navy, 
Air Force and police, which falls under the jurisdiction of 
the Bangladeshi Ministry of Home Affairs. Although the 
RAB has been successful in arresting a number of high-
profile terrorists, they seem to have been given the power 
to act in whatever way necessary to apprehend criminals, 
and their lack of accountability has lead to much criticism 
from human rights groups. In particular, the RAB has been 
responsible for large numbers of deaths which are attrib-
uted to ‘crossfire’, and incidence of torture during custody 
and interrogation. The BIHR has reported that between 1 
January  and 1 september 2007, extrajudicial killings (in 
the whole population) by the RAB number as high as 69 
victims11 .

The AHRC has documented a number of cases of extra ju-
dicial killings.  For example, on 2 May the RAB entered the 
home of an alleged terrorist and shot at him, apparently 
in an attempt to perform an extra judicial killing.

 11Bangladesh Institute for Human Rights: Human Rights situa-
tion Report 2007
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CORRuPTION OF THE POLICE

The police system within Bangladesh is rife with corrup-
tion. Police brutality, corruption and intimidations are 
taking place on a daily basis in Bangladesh, and it is the 
already marginalised groups, women, children and the 
minorities that suffers the most.  Manipulation of the po-
lice force is not uncommon, with those in power able to 
influence it for their own gain. In addition, complaints to 
the police often leave victims facing demands for bribes, 
only able to access the criminal justice system if they are 
able to pay for it. similarly, accused persons may be bribed 
by police, so that they can ensure immunity from pros-
ecution. Abuse of police power may also take the form of 
arbitrary violence. Indeed, the BIHR reported that in the 
period of this report, 41 individuals (from the total popula-
tion) were killed by the police . The Asian Human Rights 
Commission has stated that: “It seems the only way of en-
forcing laws by the police of Bangladesh is beating, tortur-
ing and killing.”   
 
The AHRC has informed GHRD of the alleged abuse of a 
child maid by the sub Inspector of the Rapid Action Bat-
talion-1 in Dhaka and his wife on around 24 May 2007. The 
sub Inspectors wife allegedly struck the girl’s head with a 
cutting instrument (known locally as a chhunni) and also 
pressed a lighted candle to her chest. It is also alleged that 
the RAB sI kicked the girl with his boots and as a result, her 
hand was broken and she sustained several injuries on her 
body. The couple then dumped her at a market. Although 
the girl’s father lodged a complaint to the Puthia police on 
26 May 2007, the police have not conducted a serious in-
vestigation into the incident and the alleged perpetrators 
have not yet been arrested. It is claimed that the alleged 
perpetrators imposed pressure upon local journalists, hu-
man rights activists and police officers by various means 
to escape their responsibility. 

The minorities are particularly vulnerable and constantly 
faced with difficulties when they are trying to obtain jus-
tice for crimes committed against them – this is the case 
in most of GHRD’s cases on rape, forced conversion, evic-
tion and other forms of persecution of minorities. 

 12Bangladesh Institute for Human Rights: Human Rights situation Report 2007
 13The Asian Human Rights Commission
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TORTuRE

Accusations of torture are not uncommon in Bangladesh. The BIHR Human Rights situation Report states that 1,053 
individuals became victims of torture carried out by law and security personnel in the period of this report. Accord-
ing to the Asian Human Rights Commission, in January of this year a man was tortured and forced to provide a false 
confession to the police . According to the victim, he was taken to a police station in Bogra on 25 January, where he 
was tortured by the sub-Inspector. After being tied with a rope, he was kicked and beaten with a baton. On the fol-
lowing day, he was taken by the police to an officer’s room. There the police hung the victim from a ceiling fan and 
beat him, threatening to kill him if he did not confess to a theft. Eventually the victim confessed to the crime, and was 
sent to the jail hospital of the Bogra District Jail. Local activists visited the victim in jail, and observed torture marks on 
his body. The sub-Inspector of the police station claimed that, following the victim’s confession, the police had found 
two-tola gold necklaces. However, he also stated that no specific allegations had been lodged against the victim. The 
torture of the victim was reported in the Daily star, and following pressure from local people, the police conducted 
an investigation in to the alleged torture. According to information received by the AHRC, five members of the police 
were transferred from where they had been working to different police stations. However, no punishment was given 
out for their actions. 

Torture is also used to frighten and eliminate the minority opposition. 

The Daily Prothom Alo reported on the death in custody 
of an Adibashi leader on 18 March. The man was returning 
from a marriage ceremony with a number of family mem-
bers. Once the bus arrived in Muktagacha upazila, they 
were arrested by police who later released all but two of 
the party.  In the evening of the same day, one of the 
men was returned to his home in a state of serious injury, 
and was taken to hospital by his family. It was here that 
he informed the family of the death of the other victim. 
The family holds the police and officials from the Forest 
Department responsible for the victim’s death. They state 
that the Forest Department had given false information 
to the police about the victim, a strong organiser of the 
movement to protect the Adibashi land which the Forest 
Department decided to turn into an eco park, and as a 
result he was murdered. However, the police claims that 
the victim had been accused in many cases by the Forest 
Department, and when they went to arrest him, he ran 
away, tripped, and lost consciousness. They state that he 
was taken to hospital where he died. However, Mr Ritch-
il’s dead body, handed over to the family members on 19 
March 2007, bore torture marks like eyes plucked, testicles 
removed, anus mutilated, two hand palms smashed, and 
nails of 3 fingers of the right hand removed. The wife of 
the victim complained that when she went to the police 
to find out what had happened to her husband, she was 
threatened by them.   

media reports
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INEFFICIENCy AND CORRuPTION WITHIN THE JuDICIARy

In January of this year the supreme Court of Bangladesh 
ordered that the country’s judiciary should be released 
from the control of the government. GHRD cautiously 
welcomed this plan, as political control of the judiciary is 
a huge obstacle to the protection of human rights. How-
ever, within the period of this report, corruption within 
the Judiciary was still present. In a serious case investi-
gated by the AHRC, it was alleged that the leader of an 
NGO was illegally arrested, detained and tortured. On 27 
January, around eight soldiers came to the training centre 
of uTTARAN, an NGO working in the field of rural develop-
ment, based in the village of Mobarakpur, in the satkhira 
district. One of the soldiers interrupted a training session 
being run by the Executive Director of the organisation 
and informed him that a major from the Tala Army Camp 
wished to see him. At this time 12 more soldiers arrived at 
the scene and took the victim to the Tala Army Camp. He 
was not informed that he would be arrested and was not 
shown an arrest warrant or other documents. It is alleged 
that whilst he was held at the army camp, the victim was 
tortured by soldiers. Following this he was handed over to 
the police. The victim’s relatives, colleagues and other eye 
witnesses attest to the very different physical state of the 
victim before being taken to the army camp compared 
with after the alleged torture. According to these eyewit-
nesses, when the victim was handed over to the police he 
was blind folded and his hands were tied, and two army 
personnel had to hold him upright. 

It is alleged that during his time in the army camp, the vic-
tim was beaten with hockey sticks, and sustained serious 
injuries, especially to his lower body. They did not have 

a case against the victim, and so did not charge him for 
any offence. However, the police were concerned about 
the physical condition of the victim and so called upon 
two doctors to check him. The doctors did not disclose 
their findings. The family of the victim alleges that when 
the doctors arrive at the police station the victim was ly-
ing on the floor, unable to move. When he was moved 
by the doctors and police staff, he lost consciousness. The 
following day the district administration ordered that the 
victim be detained for one month, under the special Pow-
ers Act, over allegations of sedition. The special Powers 
Act provides for, amongst other things, detention for long 
periods without trial. The vague charge of sedition allows 
the Bangladeshi authorities to use the law as a weapon 
against opposition, legitimising the use of the judicial sys-
tem as a means to silence public decent and intimidate 
the Bangladeshi people. This is particularly problematic in 
a state of emergency as the usual checks and balances 
on the government may not apply. Following his transfer 
to jail, the victim’s physical condition declined and so he 
was sent to the medical unit of the prison. On 29 January, 
his condition deteriorated further, and he was transferred 
to hospital, where he was held under police protection, 
allegedly handcuffed to his hospital bed. On 30 January 
the victim’s arrest was attributed to a murder case. How-
ever, according to the family of the victim, and informa-
tion gathered by AHRC, there are numerous abnormali-
ties relating to his involvement in this case; irregularities 
in the court documents together with unusual actions of 
the magistrate and the police seemingly suggest that the 
victim’s implication in the murder is merely an attempt to 
justify the illegal arrest and detention of the victim.
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HARAssMENT AND ABusE OF 
HuMAN RIGHTs DEFENDERs AND JOuRNALIsTs

In 1998 the united Nations General Assembly produced 
the resolution 53/144, the Declaration on Human Rights 
Defenders. This resolution aims to ensure that anybody 
who promotes and strives for the protection and realiza-
tion of human rights and fundamental freedoms is pro-
tected at the national and international levels14 . However, 
in the case of Bangladesh, many lawyers, journalists, staff 
of NGOs and other human rights defenders are not afford-
ed the protection owed to them under the uN resolution. 
Indeed, in a country ranked by Transparency International 
as the 162th most corrupted state out of 179 in 2007, some 
of the worst violations against human rights defenders 
have been perpetrated by government individuals. 

The actions of human rights activists and journalists are 
often the only means by which minorities and oppressed 
groups can hope for their rights to be promoted and to 
prevail. As such, their work must be respected, and their 
lives and security safeguarded. The current unstable po-
litical circumstances in Bangladesh has resulted in the 
situation of human rights defenders and journalists be-
coming increasingly precarious.  Their work is constantly 
undermined by those who wish to take advantage of the 
political instability, they are often the targets of corrupt 
officials, and they frequently face threats of physical vio-
lence. 

Journalists in the country often act as human rights de-
fenders, investigating and revealing violations. As such, 
they are also under threat for their involvement in human 
rights protection. Almost daily violent attacks against 
the press occurred, attacks by political militants, criminal 
gangs or the security services. The NGO Reporters with-
out Borders recently published their Annual Worldwide 
Press Freedom Index, running from 1 september 2006 to 
1 september 2007 (Fig.6). This index ranked Bangladesh 
at 134th in a list of 169 countries.  Importantly, the index 
does not reflect the quality of the press examined, but 
reports on the press freedom in each country. 

Despite the Bangladesh Caretaker Government’s com-
mitment to ending corruption within the country, it has 
not been capable of ending threats against human rights 
defenders and journalists. The BIHR has reported that be-
tween 1 January and september 2007, 54 journalists faced 
repression (injury) for their activities15 . This has made it 
extremely difficult to freely report on crucial issues, such 
as human rights violations, and corruption.

At the beginning of May 2007, three blasts hit Dhaka’s train 
stations. Amongst the wreckage, there were warnings 
against personnel of the NGOs community demanding 
them to stop working for these organisations by 10 May. 
Otherwise, they should “prepare to death”.  No incidents 
related to this event were registered ever since. However, 
there are still fears that attacks may occur in wider areas 
and in a bigger proportion. yet, little has been done by of-
ficials in informing people of this possible danger. Particu-
larly, nothing has been provided in order to protect NGOs 
workers and human rights activists. GHRD’s observer in 
Dhaka stated that the “government must be more careful 
about the safety and security of the NGOs officials. The 
present government is trying to combat corruption, but 
due to its neutrality, this may be the time and opportunity 
to clear the country out of fanaticism”. 

In May, the AHRC reported on the harassment of the Act-
ing Director of ODHIKAR, a Bangladesh human rights or-
ganisation, by navy officials.    Following investigations by 
ODHIKAR into the deaths of two people in navy custody, 
the Acting Director received several telephone calls from 
Bangladesh navy officers requesting that he come to their 
headquarters. The Acting Director denied these requests 
until 3 May, when a navy officer arrived at his office and 
took him to the headquarters. Once there, a Navy Captain 
verbally abused the ODHIKAR Acting Director, threaten-
ing to kill him. Other officers in the room joined in the 
verbal abuse, threatening the Acting Director to cease all 
ODHIKAR activities, and criticising the organisation for 
having Western interests, based on its funding. After fur-
ther threats, the Acting Director was released.

14Declaration on Human Rights Defenders – resolution 53/144 of 9 December 1998
15Bangladesh Institute for Human Rights: Human Rights situation Report 2007
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Worldwide press freedom index 2007 
(selected countries)

   Iceland        1

   Netherlands       12                

   India      120                  

    Norway        =                

     
     Country               Rank     

   Democratic Rep. Congo    133                

   Bangladesh      134

source: Reporters Without Borders
Fig. 6

   Thailand      135

   North Korea      168

On 11 May, the Daily star newspaper writer Tasneem 
Khalil was taken from his house by the police. Mr Kha-
lil’s wife claims there was no warrant for his arrest and 
that his passport, office related equipment and docu-
ments were taken as well. The journalist is active in hu-
man rights and also reports to Human Rights Watch, 
who then stated to be very worried about the situa-
tion. Khalil is said to have reported important details 
concerning the violation of human rights in Bangla-
desh, particularly on extra-judicial killings by the coun-
try’s security forces, such as the Rapid Action Batallion. 
Although Mr Khalil has already been released, no ex-
planations on the grounds for his imprisonment were 
ever revealed. 

The Daily samokal reported in early April that a minor-
ity journalist of the Chittagong district had received 
death threats in an email sent to the Dhaka office of 
the daily Bhorer Kagoj. The alleged source of the email 
threats was an organisation named Bangladesh Islami 
Biplabi Commanf Council Chittagong. It is alleged that 
the threats are a response to the journalist’s reports on 
Islamic militants.

media reports

It is not uncommon for GHRD’s observer in Dhaka, Rabindra Ghosh, to receive threats to his life; some of his relatives 
were even obliged to flee the country due to the dangers exposed to their lives. Mr Ghosh is also president of the 
Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM), a human rights and humanitarian organisation with 
consultative status within the uN. On 10 February 2007, the GHRD-Dhaka representative faced threats from the police 
after investigating an acid-throwing incident. He phoned the superintendent of Police in the Nilphamari District of 
Bangladesh, to gain information about the background of the perpetrators. However, the superintendent became 
agitated and aggressive towards the GHRD representative, threatening that “if you come to investigate Nilphamari in 
future, you will be finished”. This kind of behaviour from those in authority reflects the corrupt nature of many of the 
authoritative institutions in Bangladesh.

In early August, GHRD’s head office in The Hague received information from its liaison office in Bangladesh regarding 
the arrest warrant against its local observer advocate Rabindra Ghosh. It is reported that the upazilla Nirbahi Of-
ficer filed a case against alleging that Mr Ghosh was involved in “malicious activities against the state”. Mr Ghosh was 
threatened by the authorities not to continue his investigations on behalf of GHRD, in particular one incident relating 
to the destruction of an historic Bhabani Temple.  In addition Mr Ghosh received threats from a number of high level 
members of the police force regarding his investigation into the kidnap and forced conversion of a young Hindu girl. 
He was accused of trying to instigate riots in the country and threatened that “if you come to investigate the mat-
ter at Chandpur you will be in danger”. In addition, during a telephone call with the Assistant Inspector-General of 
Police, Mr Ghosh was accused of stirring up problems in the name of human rights, and threatened that he would be 
caught with a rope around his waist and thrown into jail. Mr Ghosh is saddened that he is unable to continue assist-
ing minority groups in his country without facing threats from the authorities.

Threats made against GHRD’s observer in Dhaka
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Whilst women as a group would not constitute a minor-
ity according to the uN definition, women in general are 
at greatest risk of becoming victims of human rights vio-
lations, minority women in particular, and their prospect 
for justice is even poorer. To ensure that women’s rights 
are protected worldwide, the united Nations adopted the 
Convention for the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimi-
nation Against Women (CEDAW) in 1979. This Convention 
aims to promote women’s rights and enable equal status 
for men and women in political, economic, social, cultural, 
civil and any other field. Bangladesh ratified CEDAW on 6 
November 1984, with certain reservations based on reli-
gious Islamic laws.

However, the situation for women in Bangladesh is poor. A 
disproportionate number of the country’s women live in 
poverty. Furthermore, they face discrimination in the pub-
lic and private spheres, living in a patriarchal, class based 
society in which social norms and values, economic de-
pendence, and greater likelihood of illiteracy leave them 
in an unequal position with Bangladesh’s male popula-
tion.  Gender based violence is a major problem, especial-
ly for poor and underprivileged women, but it is a prob-
lem that is not easily remedied, despite specific legislative 
protection, such as the suppression of Violence against 
Women and Children Act, the Dowry Protection Act and 
the Acid Control Act. The implementation of these laws is 
not rigorous, and so they do not act as a deterrent, or suf-
ficiently punish crimes perpetuated against women. The 
main reasons that female victims do not receive effective 
justice are the general barriers to accessing the justice 
system, police corruption, mismanagement of evidence, 
ignorance of the law and a lack of proper medical report 
(which is also a result of corruption). 

According to a discussion paper by the KfW Development 
Bank there is little reference to tribal women and women 
from marginalized (including minority religious) commu-
nities in the development literature on Bangladesh16 . It is 
often the case that gender discrimination overlaps with 
and is compounded by other forms of discrimination, 
such as religion, class or ethnicity. However, this is often 
not recognised in official documents, with Bangladeshi 
women being referred to as a homogonous group. GHRD 
believes that this classification is not sufficient; women’s 
experiences of human rights violations are affected pri-
marily by their status as women but their experiences are 
also influenced by their class, ethnicity, religion and other 
differences. Women from religious, ethnic or class minor-
ity groups are more at risk of human rights violations than 
their male counterparts. 

16Local Consultative Groups in Bangladesh: 
Bangladesh Gender Profile Discussion Paper
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GENDER DIsCRIMINATION

Bangladesh is one of the few countries in the world where 
the sex ratio is skewed in favour of males17.  In 2005, the 
estimated overall sex ratio was of 104.9 males to 100 fe-
males18. In 2007 this number had risen to 105.2 males to 
100 females19 .

The sex ratio at birth (see Fig. 7) is particularly telling; it 
suggests that sex discrimination is occurring against fe-
male foetuses, with sex selection procedures taking place 
at the time of conception, gestation or delivery. This causes 
some concern, as it is an indicator of the health and social 
status of women in that society20.   A common explana-
tion for this gender discrimination is that girls constitute 
a source of impoverishment for their family; the cost of 
the wedding, as well as the institution of dowry, makes 
marriage very costly for the family of the bride. Once mar-
ried, girls will usually go to live with, or close to, their par-
ents-in-law. Their contribution to the household, as well as 
the contributions (in terms of money, labour etc) of their 
husband and sons, makes this move profitable for the 
parents-in-law. Therefore, having a son, who can work for 
the family business, or on the family land, and who brings 
his own family, is more beneficial to parents than having 
a daughter. In addition there are non-financial benefits, 
such as the symbolic advantage of having sons in terms 
of family status and the preservation of the family name.   

In a projection of the possible effects of masculinisation 

of Bangladesh, it is possible to propose that the increase 
in the number of males in the overall population is likely 
to affect marriage patterns over time. The probable deficit 
of marriageable women would be likely to result in large 
numbers of men having to delay marriage. This will mean 
that as young men reach their 20s and hope to marry, 
they will not only be in competition with increasingly 
large numbers of males of their own age, they will also 
face the backlog of older men who are still looking for 
wives. Subsequently, many men will have to forego mar-
riage altogether21. It is likely that the poorest members of 
the population would be most affected as they would not 
have the resources to ensure success in finding a bride. 
This would be likely to include members of minority 
groups.    

The role of women is likely to be affected, with increasing 
importance being placed upon the position of wife and 
mother. This will affect the degree of choice for women 
in terms of remaining single, or pursuing a career. An in-
crease in the scarcity of women would not lead to a paral-
lel enhancement in their position in society. Pressure to 
marry, gender-based violence, an increase in trafficking, 
and a rising demand for prostitution is likely to make their 
position more precarious22 .  In addition, their reduced rep-
resentation within the population would be likely to have 
an effect on their political position, leaving them with a 
weaker political voice in a democratic system.  

sex Ratio of Bangladesh male/female population

   At birth   1.06 male/female 
    

   15 - 64 years    1.042 male/female 
                 

   65 years and over  1.154 male/female 
     

    under 15 years old   1.061 male/female 
               

  total population  1.052 male/female               

source: CIA World Factbook
Fig. 7

 17CIA World Factbook. 
 18Guilmoto, C. Sex-ratio imbalance in Asia: Trends, consequenc-
es and policy responses.
 19CIA World Factbook
 20Jansankhya Sthirata Kosh National Population Stabilisation 
Fund
 21Guilmoto, C. Sex-ratio imbalance in Asia: Trends, consequenc-
es and policy responses
22Guilmoto, C. Sex-ratio imbalance in Asia: Trends, consequenc-
es and policy responses
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ACID ATTACKS

A particularly prevalent and damaging form of violence 
comes in the form of acid attacks against women. These 
attacks are extremely traumatic for the victim, physically, 
psychologically and socially. The acid most frequently 
used, nitric and sulphuric acid, melts skin tissue, leaving 
the bone beneath exposed. Acid thrown into the eyes 
can leave the victim blind.  The psychological impact of 
an acid attack can be devastating; many victims suffering 
from low self-esteem and facing a long mental recovery 
following the disfigurement. In social term, victims often 
face isolation, with unmarried acid attack victims being 
deemed un-marriageable. steps have been taken by the 
authorities to prevent and punish acid attacks, in the form 
of the Acid Control Act 2002 and the Acid Crime Control 
Act 2002, which provide for the swift punishment of an 
acid attack, and provide restrictions on the trade in acid 
and other corrosive substances.   However, despite the 
controls, acid attacks continue to be a problem. The Acid 
survivors Foundation (AsF) has compiled statistics for the 
period from January to september 2007, which includes 
all acid attack victims, not just those from minority groups. 
During this period, the AsF registered 114 incidents, from 
which there were 134 survivors (see fig. 8).

On 9 January 2007, The Daily sangbad reported on a 
minority woman who was the victim of an acid attack 
because of a quarrel over land. The victim’s husband 
and another man from the same village, Nekbakta in 
Jakdhaka upazila, were involved in a dispute over 15 
decimals of land, and her family had been threatened 
by other local influential people to leave the country. 
On the night of 16 December, the perpetrators broke 
in through the window of the victim’s house and threw 
acid onto her while she slept. This is a prime example 
of women being doubly vulnerable to violations; firstly 
because of their minority group affiliations, and sec-
ondly because they are women, and so are targeted as 
the representative of the honour of the family. 

media reports

acid attack statistics 
(January to september 2007)

   January              08                              11      

   March                15                              16                

   April                  14           14                  

   February            10                              10              

     
 month             nr incidents   nr survivors     

   May     18            22              

   June                 15                               17

source: Acid survivors Foundation
Fig. 8

   July   12            17

   August            05                               08

   september 17          19

  total  114         134
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DOMEsTIC VIOLENCE

Domestic violence is a particular problem in Bangladesh, 
where women often face intimidation and violence from 
their husband and his family. In a case investigated by 
GHRD, on 4 April 2007 a 16 year old newly-wed minor-
ity girl was found hanging in her home, tied to a ceiling 
fan. Whilst the medical report suggested that the girl was 
a victim of suicide, the GHRD investigations suggest that 
this may not have been the case. The victim’s family in-
formed the GHRD-Dhaka representative that the victim 
had been studying for her s.s.C. Examination, but the 
family of her new husband did not want her to continue. 
They also stated that the victim was continuously mis-
treated by her in-laws after her marriage. Their belief was 
that their daughter had been murdered by her husband’s 
family, and later hung from the ceiling fan in an attempt 
to mimic suicide. This matched the findings of the inves-
tigating officer. However, the investigating officer stated 
the accused had not been arrested as they had abscond-
ed, and that it was not the police’s responsibility but in 
fact the informant’s to find out the whereabouts of the 
accused.

similarly, in another case investigated by GHRD, a young 
woman (20) was murdered on the 14 January 2007 in the 
Dhaka Railway Quarter. Three individuals were accused of 
the crime, including the victim’s new husband, whom she 
had married two months previously. The victim’s mother 
lodged a report against the alleged perpetrators, who 
received anticipatory bail from the court. Subsequently, 
the mother of the victim received threats, including death 
threats, to withdraw her case. 

FATWAs

In Bangladesh, it is common for village mediation bod-
ies to proclaim fatwas, judgements on Islamic sharia Law. 
However, the process of declaring a fatwa is being mis-
used in many instances, as a form of physical or psycho-
logical punishment. Ain o Salish Kendro (ASK), a legal aid 
and human rights resource centre in Bangladesh, reports 
that fatwas are issued in response to a number of per-
ceived female deviations from patriarchal norms, such 
as participation in the public sphere, exercising choice in 
marriage, deviating from norms of sexual behaviour, par-
taking in education and employment, and seeking legal 
justice. Punishment can take the form of beatings and 
stoning, burning to death, compelling to commit suicide, 
social ostracism, and prevention of exercising choice in re-
productive health amongst others. In early 2001 the Bang-
ladesh High Court issued a suo motu rule declaring all 
fatwas illegal. The court held that ‘fatwa’ means the legal 
opinion of a lawful person or authority, and that, as the 
legal system of Bangladesh empowers only the courts to 
decide questions of law; any fatwa would be “unauthor-
ised and illegal”23

23 Mr. Mohammed Gholam Rabbani J. and Ms. Nazmun Ara sultana J. in Writ Petition No. 5897 of 2000 dated 1 January, 2001, 
Certified Copy, p. 7.
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Despite national and international legislation to prevent it, 
trafficking is a serious problem in Bangladesh. under the 
suppression of Violence Against Women and Children Act 
(2000) trafficking of women and children is illegal. However, 
this legislation is not stringently implemented. 

In March 2001, Bangladesh ratified the International Labour 
Organization Convention on the Worst Forms of Child Labour 
No.182. under this Convention, the Bangladeshi Government 
agrees to protect children from working in conditions that 
damage their physical and psychological well-being. How-
ever Bangladesh has not ratified the uN Protocol to Prevent, 
Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons, Especially Wom-
en and Children, supplementing the uN Convention Against 
Transnational Organised Crime (2000).

Reliable figures on human trafficking are very difficult to de-
termine. The International Labour Organisation (ILO) states 
that between 700,000 and 2 million women and children 
are trafficked across international borders every year. An 
estimated 200-400 women and children are trafficked from 
Bangladesh to Pakistan every month according to Anti slav-
ery International. In addition, it is estimated that 10-15,000 
Bangladeshi women and children are trafficked to India an-
nually24 .  

In Bangladesh in 2007, the fight against global trafficking 
faced greater barriers when, on 6 June, sigma Huda, the 
united Nations Special Rapporteur on trafficking in persons, 
especially women and children, was told by the Bangladeshi 
Government that she was not permitted to travel abroad as 
she was considered to be a “security risk for Bangladesh as 
she may give statements detrimental to this Government”.  In 
July she was arrested under questionable corruption charg-
es, and in August she was sentenced to three years in jail, in 
court proceedings that were under close army supervision. 

TRAFFICKING IN WOMEN AND CHILDREN

24Anti slavery International
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sExuAL VIOLENCE

25 Prosecutor v. Delalic, Judgement, IT-96-21-T, 16 Nov 1998, 495
26Editorial, Daily Janakantha, May 03, 2003 issue
27Human Rights situation Report, Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights 
28Human Rights situation Report, Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights 
29Forum Asia 
30Editorial, Daily Janakantha, May 03, 2003 issue
31Editorial, Daily Janakantha, May 03, 2003 issue
32Forum Asia
33Forum Asia
34Forum Asia
35Bangladesh Human Rights situation Report 2007, Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights

Rape is an extremely serious problem in Bangladesh, with 
the victims often unable to receive effective justice. Rape 
is often perceived to be used as a way of attacking an 
individual group, by attacking the women’s honour. How-
ever, rape is a crime of physical violence, first and fore-
most against a single person, and should be recognized 
as such. It will often have residual effects on the family 
or community of the victim, as is often the case in the 
incidents investigated by GHRD, but viewing it as only an 
attack against the honour of a certain group takes away 
from the horrifying experience of the individual that 
“strikes at the very core of human dignity and physical 
integrity ”25.

statistics on the incidence of rape are often inaccurate 
and not a true representation of the problem, with dif-
ferent sources providing very different statistics for the 
same time period.  underreporting, often caused by the 
cultural and social stigmatisation associated with rape, 
acts as a significant barrier to determining the real figures 
for this crime: as many as 50% of all rapes are not being 
reported. In addition, marital rape is excluded from the 
Penal Code and it is never treated as rape. The Bangladesh 
Penal Code 1860, section 375, provides the definition of 
rape, and clearly states that marital rape is an exception 
to this: “sexual intercourse by a man with his own wife, the 
wife not being under 14 years of age is not rape.” As a re-
sult, the actual numbers of rapes were significantly high-
er, particularly in the period of 1 January to 1 september 
2007, in which time the BIHR reported 168 rapes. Indeed, 
in an example of disparity between different statistical re-
ports, in 2003 the state Minister of Peoples Republic of 
Bangladesh informed the Parliament that in 2002, 4106 
rapes took place all over the country and in January 2003, 
232 incidents of rape occurred26 , statistic which are vastly 
higher that those found elsewhere.

Reported incidents of Rape in Bangladesh

   2000   74927

   2002    136629                    

   2002    410630                 

   2001    58628           

     
 Year             Reported incidents

   January 2003  23231  

   2004    89632               

   2005    90733  

   2006    63934          

   2007 (Jan-Oct) 18035

     page 39

Fig. 9



Sexual Violence
GHRD Investigative cases

april, 2007: 
17 year old minority girl gang raped by two men.
GHRD investigated the alleged gang rape of a minority 
teenager (17) from the south Taktabunia P.s.- Amtali, Dis-
trict – Barguna, on 13 April 2007. The victim was taken to a 
shop by one of the accused and told to wait there. several 
hours later three accused came to the shop and one of 
them told her that “If a Hindu girl is married by a Muslim 
boy, such boy will get Allah’s blessings”. Persuading her 
that he wanted to marry her, but that it would not be 
possible to go to Dhaka to do so until the following day, 
he, along with the other accused, took her to a place in 
the east of the village. It was here that one of the accused 
stood guard whilst the two other perpetrators forcibly 
raped the victim numerous times. she was later rescued 
by locals and taken to the local hospital for examination. 
One perpetrator has been arrested. Following continuous 
threats, the victim and her widowed mother have left the 
area.

april, 2007: 
20 year old minority woman raped by her neighbour.
GHRD investigated a report that on 15 April a 20 year old 
Hindu housewife was raped in the Barguna District by her 
neighbour.  The neighbour had been acting as a mediator 
over a marital dispute between the woman and her hus-
band. On the evening of the rape the woman had gone 
to her neighbour’s house to inquire as to the status of 
the dispute settlement. According to the woman, during 
the course of their discussion the neighbour picked up 
the women, took her outside to an abandoned place, and 
raped her. Before releasing her, the neighbour threatened 
to kill her if she reported him. The next day the woman 
reported the incident to the police. so far, there has been 
no one arrested in relation to the rape.
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July, 2007: 
17 year old girl gang raped and threatened with death.
The GHRD-Dhaka representative investigated the brutal 
gang rape of an Adibashi (indigenous) adolescent, which 
occurred on 19 July 2007. The girl (17) was visiting a neigh-
bour in the Freeport area of the Chittagong district. At 
this time there were four Adibashi boys in the house. The 
guard of the building locked the door from the outside, 
and then is purported to have called out to some local 
youths to come to the building. These accused youths 
broke open the door, entered the house, and told all the 
Adibashi boys to leave. When they refused, they were 
beaten. The adibashi girl and one of the Adibashi boys 
were forced to remove their clothes, and then the boy was 
made to lie down on the girl, whilst naked photographs 
of them were taken. Following this the Adibashi girl was 
tied and raped by two of the accused. The perpetrators 
then forced all the victims to sign a non-judicial stamp, 
and demanded 10,000 Taka, threatening the victims with 
death, and stating that the photographs would be pub-
lished if the money was not paid.  When the victims went 
to the police station one day after the incident to lodge 
a case, the police refused to take the case and told them 
to contact later that day. The victims claim that the police 
took the case almost a week later, and until date the Police 
have only been able to arrest the guard of the building.

July, 2007: 
19 year old girl gang raped and killed, and her body 
disfigured with acid.
The melted dead body of a missing college girl from the 
Rampal upazila was recovered on 11 July, 11 days after she 
went missing. The 19 year old girl from the village of Chi-
tra under Rampal upazila, who was a 1st year student of 
the Accounting Department of Khulna Government Azam 
Khan Commerce College, was gang-raped before she was 
killed. On 1 July the victim left her house during the night 
to go to the outside toilet. Once outside her home, she 
was grabbed by a number of perpetrators who raped and 
beat her, and then killed her by suffocation. After mur-
dering the girl, the attackers threw acid over her body to 
conceal her identity and hide their crime. The girl was re-
ported missing by her father on 3 July, but the police did 
little to investigate the matter. It was not until 8 days later 
that her body was discovered in a mutilated state in a 
garden just 55-65 metres from her home. After the discov-
ery of the victim’s body, and identification by her father, a 
case was opened by the local police. Two suspects have 
now been arrested. It has been reported that one of the 
perpetrators has confessed to the crime, stating that sev-
eral men had raped the victim, an act that resulted in her 
death. He also confirmed that acid was thrown onto the 
body in order to hide the identity of the victim. This seri-
ous crime highlights the dangers faced by many minority 
women in Bangladesh. Rape, acid throwing and murder 
are not uncommon. GHRD and Human Rights Congress 
for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM) lobbied the matter, 
and HRCBM has submitted the case to the CEDAW com-
mittee, under Optional Protocol Article 2.

april, 2007: 
10 year old girl raped by 42 year old male
On 24 April, a 10 year old impoverished minority girl was 
raped in the district of Brahmanbaria by a 42 year old 
male. The man, husband of a local relief worker, went to 
the girl’s home in the morning, asking her parents permis-
sion to accompany her to pick up relief goods. After leav-
ing with the man, she was taken to a store where clothes 
were bought for her for allurement. Then, she was taken to 
a house, and told to wait if she wanted to receive the relief 
goods. The man came back later in the night and raped 
her twice, threatening to kill her with a knife when she 
began to scream. The man then abandoned the girl near 
a bridge the next morning, when she was still bloodied 
and bruised. Her brother later found her laying in critical 
condition and brought her to the police station to lodge 
a complaint.  GHRD’s investigative team in Bangladesh 
travelled to Brahmanbaria to follow up on the reported 
rape. The local police officer reported to GHRD that he 
could not arrest the perpetrator. According to GHRD’s in-
vestigators, the officer showed little concern towards ap-
prehending the perpetrator. Moreover, the police did not 
arrange any medical treatment for the girl other than an 
examination for the police report. 
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As reported in the Daily Ajker Kagoj on 5 January 2007, 
a young Hindu minority housewife, from Akhaura upa-
zila of Bhramanbaria district, was taken from outside her 
house by force and then raped. The victim left her house 
late at night to go to the outside toilet. The accused man 
was waiting near the toilet, and caught the victim and 
carried her into the jungle, 450 metres from her house. 
It was here that, despite much protest, the perpetrator 
raped the victim. The victim managed to escape, and felt 
so disgraced that she went to the railway station in or-
der to commit suicide on the rails. However, the railway 
station guard managed to stop her. Following the event, 
the victim’s mother-in-law refused to let her return 
home. As a result she took shelter at her father’s house. It 
is claimed that the accused is an influential man locally 
and that the victim’s name is being tarnished in order to 
conceal the incident.

The 9 January 2007 edition of the Daily Janokontho 
reported that in the Madarganj upazila of Jamalpur, a 
minority gang rape victim committed suicide two days 
earlier. The young victim (20) was having an extra marital 
affair with a man from the same village of her husband. 
Before the Eid festival, the victim was lured away from 
her husband’s house by the man she was having the af-
fair with, and gang-raped. The incident became known 
by the local people as so her husband refused to allow 
her to return to his house. Her father took her in and 
confined her to his house. During the night of 7 January, 
the victim committed suicide by hanging.  

In an article in The Daily Ittefaq, from 16 January 2007 it 
was reported that a minority rape victim had written let-
ters to the man who raped her and his family, before kill-
ing herself. The victim wrote to the mother and brother 
of the perpetrator, explaining that she had been having 
a relationship with a boy of Vatikhana area, but the per-
petrator opposed the relationship. He threatened the 
victim and her boyfriend, stating that he would kill them 
if their relationship continued. The victim stopped going 
to school and stopped talking to her boyfriend. Follow-
ing this, the accused raped the victim, and told her that 
he would marry her. she became pregnant and asked 
the accused to fulfil his promise to marry her. However, 
he refused and the victim believed she had no alterna-
tive but to commit suicide. The victim also wrote to the 
accused, blaming him for leaving her with no option but 
to commit suicide. since her death, the victim’s family 
has faced threats not to take legal action against the 
accused. Mahila Parishad (a women’s organisation) has 
demanded the arrest of the accused, and offered to give 
legal assistance to the family of the victim.

      media reports

As reported in the Daily Ajker Kagoj, dated 17 March 2007, 
a minority woman was raped in a hospital in Adamdighi. 
The victim had taken her mother-in-law to hospital for 
treatment, and was waiting with her over night. The vic-
tim was grabbed from beside her mother-in-law, forced 
into a physician’s room, and raped. It is alleged that the 
perpetrators were employees of the hospital. The crime 
was reported to the police the next morning, and the two 
suspects were arrested.

As reported in the Daily Janokontho, on 21 March 2007 
seven people, including four members of satkhira District 
Lawyers Association, were accused of assisting in the ab-
duction and rape of a Hindu minority girl, aged 15. The 
perpetrators abducted the young girl on 13 March. she 
was taken to the court where through the Notary Public 
she was converted to Islam and given a new name. Follow-
ing this she was allegedly married to one of the accused. 
under the Women and Children Repression Prevention 
Act, allegations of abduction, rape and forced conversion 
were brought against the accused.
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On 28 March 2007, in Panchori, Khagrachori district, an 11 
year old disabled Adibashi (aboriginal) girl was raped by 
her neighbour. The Daily Prothom Alo on 1 April 2007 re-
ported that the child was admitted into Khagrachori Town 
Hospital for severe bleeding. The father of the victim stat-
ed that his daughter was alone in their house at the time, 
and the perpetrator had taken this opportunity to com-
mit the crime. Police have arrested the accused man.

In another incident of gang rape, reported in the Daily 
sangbad, a young minority girl was attacked in the district 
of Barguna on 13 April 2007. The girl was promised by the 
perpetrators that they would take her to Dhaka and give 
her a job. She was taken to a quiet place and gang raped. 
Locals found her the next morning and took her to the 
police station. The following day, the police arrested a 22 
year old male for his alleged involvement in the attack.
  

The Daily Janakantha, published on 20 May, reported that 
a 16 year old minority girl was raped in Natore district by a 
man she called her “religious father”. The police have taken 
little action despite repeated requests from her family. The 
victim said that the attacker, who was a ring leader during 
the time of the BNP alliance, came to her residence and 
took her to his house. When the victim’s aunt, along with 
another man, resisted the attacker, they were both threat-
ened. Later, the perpetrator took the victim to his banana 
garden where he beat and raped her while threatening 
to kill her. He then fled the scene. A case was lodged in 
this connection with the police station and medical tests 
were performed on the victim. Nevertheless, her family 
chose to leave the area. The police commented that there 
were many cases lodged against the accused perpetrator 
and his gang who have recently resumed their unlawful 
and terrorising acts after a period of hiding following the 
BNP’s handover of power.
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It still remains to be seen what impact the military backed 
interim government will have upon the country but the 
situation of minorities in Bangladesh continues to be of 
great concern in 2007. Considering the current instability 
within Bangladesh, and the apparent impotence of the 
authorities to implement their own legislation, the prob-
lems faced by marginalised groups (e.g minorities and 
women) are likely to be exacerbated.  

Corruption and impunity amongst police and law enforce-
ment officials, mismanagement of vital evidence, barriers 
to accessing the justice system, ignorance of the law are 
some of the main obstacles to reform and for the fulfil-
ment of human rights in the country.  

In addition, violence and threats made to human rights 
defenders and journalists, make it a difficult task to report 
on human rights violations, and pursue the prevalence of 
human rights in the country. GHRD considers to be an un-
acceptable judiciary behaviour such barriers to the work 
of human rights defenders and journalists, and believes 
that these actions undermine the process of democracy. 

GHRD welcomes the current interim government’s prom-
ises to tackle corruption, but is also highly concerned 
about the repressive manners on which it is ‘restoring law 
and order’ which is compromising fundamental human 
rights such as freedom of speech and association, the re-
spect for due process and the right to freedom and life.  
The creeping militarization of the country must be put to 
an end - it is of utmost importance that Bangladesh return 
to secular democracy as soon as possible. The formation 
of an independent judiciary is a welcome development in 
the reestablishment of the rule of law. However, in order 
to ensure that this separation is truly meaningful, it is nec-
essary to have cooperation from the police and other au-
thorities. It is now particularly important for the interna-
tional community to monitor the situation in Bangladesh, 
and push for the reestablishment of democracy, with a 
particular emphasis on protecting human rights. 

CONCLusION
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ANNExEs

GHRD’s APPEALs

An alleged abuse of a child maid by the RAB officer in Dhaka

Dear sir/Madam,  

I am deeply concerned by an alleged abuse of a child maid by the officer of the Rapid Action Battalion-1 in Dhaka and his wife on 
around 24 May 2007.

Name of victim: shila Begum 

Alleged perpetrators: 

1. Mr. Alamgir Kabir Elias Shaukat, Sub Inspector of the RAB-1 in Dhaka 
2. Ms. Nipa Begum, the wife of Mr. Alamgir Kabir Elias Shaukat 

Date of torture: around 24 May 2007 

Place of torture: uttara in Dhaka, Bangladesh.

The victim is Shila Begum, who is a minor living in Krishana Pur village, Puthiya police station, Rajshahi district, Bangladesh. 
About
9 month ago, she was hired as a maid by Ms. Nipa Begum, the wife of Mr. Alamgir Kabir Elias Shaukat, who is the Sub Inspector (SI) 
of the Rapid Action Battalion-1 in Dhaka. 

According to the information I have received, on around 24 May 2007, Ms. Nipa Begum allegedly hurt shila’s head with a cutting 
instrument consisting of blade attached to handle (locally called as chhunni) and also pressed a candle light on her chest for petty 
reason. I am also informed that the RAB SI Alamgir kicked Shila with his boots and Shila fell down the floor and her one hand has 
been broken. I am appalled to learn that despite her serous injuries, on 24 May 2007, Ms. Nipa Begum allegedly took shila to the 
Puthia Bazar at Rajshahi and left her without giving any salary and medical treatment. shila was rescued by her neighbour who 
took her to her guardian. After that, she was admitted to one local health complex.

The mark of torture is still visible on her body. 

I am also informed that although the victim’s father lodged a complaint about the incident to the Puthia police station on 26 may 
2007, no serious action has yet been taken to investigate the incident and arrest the alleged perpetrators to date. 

There is an allegation that the concerned RAB official and his wife were imposing pressure upon local journalist, human rights 
activists and police officers by various means to escape their responsibility.

I am concerned that the reluctance of the police to investigate the case might be because Mr. Alamgir Kabir Elias Shaukat is the 
RAB official. 

In light of the above, I strongly urge you to order an immediate and proper investigation into this incident. Please also ensure that 
the alleged perpetrators are arrested and brought before court as soon as possible. I also ask you to ensure that the families of the 
victims are adequately compensated. 
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false case and arrest warrant against Human Rights activist advocate Rabindra ghosh

Dear sir/Madam, 

Global Human Rights Defence (GHRD) is an international non governmental human rights organisation working for the protection 
of minority rights. GHRDs head office in the Hague has received information from its liaison office in Dhaka, Bangladesh, regarding 
the alleged arrest warrant against its local observer advocate Rabindra Ghosh. Mr Gosh is also president of the Human Rights Con-
gress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM), a Human Rights and humanitarian organization with consultative status within the uN. 

It is reported that annoyed by Advocate Rabindra Ghosh’s investigation into the destruction of a historic Bhabani Temple at Bogora 
in February, upazilla Nirbahi Officer filed the case against our renowned human rights activist alleging that advocate Rabindra 
Ghosh is involved in “malicious activities against the state.” The police have given 24 hours notice based on the warrant and re-
quested advocated Rabindra Ghosh to comply.

The incident is related to an investigation of the destruction by the combined forces of a Mandir structure on the 13th of Febru-
ary 2007. Mr Gosh visited the spot and investigated the matter, questioning the legality of this destruction. He was already then 
threatened by Colonel Mostafizur Rahaman from Bogra not to investigate the matter further. However, the investigation proved 
that the demolishing had indeed issued without any legal authority. 

Detailed Report available at http://hrcbmdfw.org/blogs/rajshahi_division_news/archive/2007/02/22/617.aspx

The arrest warrant issued by a local Magistrate in a false case against our renowned human rights activist Advocate Rabindra 
Ghosh is just another example of the grand design to annihilate minorities of Bangladesh and prevent rights advocacy for the 
marginalized people of Bangladesh.

Please immediately write to the relevant authorities listed below demanding an immediate, impartial and thorough investigation 
into this case. Please urge them to arrest the alleged perpetrators and bring them to justice as soon as possible.

Forced Eviction and Wrongful Confinement 

Dear Barrister Fida M Kamal,  

I am deeply concerned about the forced eviction and the wrongful confinement of several members of a family perpetrated by 
the Mohammadpur Police Force.

Victims: Civil Engineer sudhangshu Chandra Biswas along with his wife and children, his elderly father Dinesh Chandra Biswas and 
his brother Mihir Biswas.

Alleged Perpetrators: 
1. Md. Nuruzzaman of P.O. Madanganj, P.s., Bandar, District Narayanganj
2. Mr. Bari, s.I. of Police

Date of Confinement/Eviction:21 August 2007/22 August 2007
Place of Confinement/Eviction: Shymoli, Mohammadpur, Dhaka 

GHRD Dhaka has received an appeal submitted by sudhangshu Chandra Biswas (46), a civil engineer belonging to a minority 
group.  He is a resident of shymoli, Mohammadpur and has asked GHRD to take steps against the Metropolitan police on account 
of illegal arrests and forced eviction from the family’s lands situated located in Mouza Baraba (under C.s. and s.A. Dag No.328 of 
Mohammadpur police station), Dhaka Metropolitan City.

Md. Nuruzzaman of P.O. Madanganj, P.s,. Bandar, District- Narayanganj (in connection with the Mohammadpur Police Case No. 72) 
filed the case which lead to the above mentioned arrests dated 21 August 2007 under section 342/385/379/387/406/420 of the 
Bangladesh Penal Code without any investigation. 

According to the information GHRD has received, police raided the house of shudhangshu Chandra Biswas on 21 August 2007 
on account of uninvestigated charges of extortion, wrongful confinement, criminal breach of trust and theft.  They arrested Sud-
hangshu’s father Dinesh Chandra Biswas (75), Mihir Biswas (45) and their guard, subsequently confining them to prison.

On 22 August 2007, Md. Nuruzzaman, along with members of the Mohammadpur Police force and approximately 40-45 hired men, 
terrorized the family of sudhangshu Biswas at their home, molesting women and children.  Even though they lacked the legal basis 
to do so, the perpetrators began to evict family members, destroying parts of the buildings.
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At the scene, GHRD staff saw five to six of the hired men, Md. Nuruzzaman along with Mr. Bari, S.I. of Police, ASI of Police and 
constables. The Police sub-Inspector was coercing sudhangshu Biswas’s wife and the other inhabitants of the house to leave, 
claiming that the plot belongs to Md. Nuruzzaman.  Mr. Bari, the s.I. of the Police and Md.Nuruzzaman, however, were unable 
to provide GHRD with any evidence to support their claim.  When asked by GHRD why no action was being taken against the 
perpetrators, the S.I. stated that the events were the consequence of instructions from a higher authority. 

GHRD discovered that dispute about the sale of the property situated in shymoli has taken place.  sudhangshu Biswas had thus 
filed a money suit (No.16 of 2007) against Nuruzzaman, which is currently pending in civil court. A series of general statements 
made by the family have been issued at Mahammadpur Police station aimed at the Combined Forces, the Metropolitan Police 
Commissioner and the IG of Police asking for their safety and protection (G.D. numbers – 2995 dated 31 May 2007, 530 dated 06 
June 2007, 591 dated 17 June 207, 1851 dated 21 August 2007). 

Md. Nuruzzaman’s activities concerning this matter have been recorded at Mohammadpur police stations on various occasions.  
Without taking any action in regard to the contents of statements, the police instead arrested three persons on uninvestigated 
allegations.  

It is very unfortunate that, as of now, no legal help has been made available to this minority family despite repeated written 
requests to law-enforcing agencies.  

GHRD has been approaching the Police Commissioner, IGP and O.C., but is having difficulties obtaining an appointment regard-
ing this matter. We will however continue our investigations. 

In light of the above, I strongly urge you to order an immediate and thorough investigation into this incident.  Please also ensure 
that the victimized family receives proper legal assistance.

an adibashi adolescent girl was gang Raped 

Dear Friends,
 
Global Human Rights Defence has received substantial evidence and is deeply concerned about the victimisation of an Adibashi 
minority girl (17) and her other three Adibashi adolescents friends that occurred on 19 July in Chittagon Metropolitan City. GHRD 
has received substantial evidence regarding these allegations, and is deeply concerned about the fact that the perpetrators have 
not yet been brought to justice.

According to reports received by GHRD, on the day of the alleged victimisation the adolescent was unclothed and gang raped. 
By loading fear upon all four victims present, the two perpetrators forced them to take their clothes off and then proceeded to 
take pictures of them naked. After these degrading pictures were taken the perpetrators proceeded to rape the girl before her 
release.

At the time of victimisation, the guard who was supposed to be protecting the home in which the victims were situated, called two 
local wayward boys age (25) who then broke open the door of the house and entered. After the degrading pictures were taken of 
all four victims, the other three adolescents refused to leave the room as requested and the perpetrators then punished them by 
giving them a serious beating.
 
Even more humiliating for the victims, is the fact that, when all four victims went to the police station the day after the incident 
took place to lodge a case against the perpetrators, the police didn’t take the case immediately and at the time told them to con-
tact police a day later. 
According to reports, the police took the case almost a week later and till current date the local authorities have only been able to 
arrest the guard of the building.
GHRD is truly concerned about the fact that local authorities have not taken this matter seriously is only a small fraction of the 
everyday difficulties encountered by minorities when a violation of their rights has taken place and they wish to be brought to 
justice.

In this case, the victims do not only suffer from the memories of the events that occurred on 19 July, they will also have to live with 
the fear of the fact that the perpetrators still have a hold of the degrading pictures that also can be used as a tool to control the 
victims. 

In light of the above, GHRD strongly urges the local authorities to follow up on the investigation and bring the perpetrators to 
justice, and to ensure that the victimised family and close relatives receive proper legal assistance. GHRD also strongly urges other 
Human Rights Organisations and individuals to take action by the distribution of this message.
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states of emergency threatens human rights in Bangladesh

Dear friends,

Global Human Rights Defence (GHRD) is extremely concerned about the human rights situation in the country, and urges for the 
state of Emergency to be lifted and democracy to be implemented as soon as possible in order to effectively protect human rights 
in the state of Bangladesh. 

It is believed that the state of emergency has been used as a means to account for a number of human rights violations which 
therefore go unnoticed. Arbitrary arrests, extrajudicial killings and torture are prime examples of the violations that are taking 
place. In addition, democratic freedoms such as the freedom of speech and association are heavily violated.  

Although it appears that rape and violence against minorities have decreased after the implementation of the care taker govern-
ment, GHRD would like to point out that this can be explained by the fact that now every citizen of Bangladesh is living in constant 
fear of the army and RAB personnel.  Criminals have gone underground, however, as soon as the state of emergency upon Bangla-
desh has been lifted, there is a great risk that crime, including violence against the minorities, will increase outrageously.

GHRD welcomes the current interim government’s promises to tackle corruption, but is also highly concerned about the repressive 
manners on which it is ‘restoring law and order’ which is compromising fundamental human rights such as, the respect for due 
process and the right to freedom and life.  The militarization of the country must be put to an end - it is of outmost importance 
that Bangladesh return to secular democracy as soon as possible.  

There are fears that the caretaker’s government main aim is to promote Jamat-e-Islami with the ultimate goal to transform Bang-
ladesh into an Islamic state. This suspicion is fed by the many detainments and accusations held against the two main political 
parties currently present in Bangladesh. With the continuation of this process, the Awami League (AL) and Bangladesh Nationalist 
Party (BNP) will not achieve majority seats in the next parliament election. 

In particular, the interim government must ensure that;  

- free and fair general elections are held as soon as possible; 
- due process is respected;  immediate stop arbitrary arrests and torture and investigate and prosecute alleged perpetrators 
- freedom of  press and human rights defenders is ensured; 
- access should be given to all tribunals by international human rights organisations, and international observers 
- the separation of judiciary from the executive is accurately evaluated and the processes set under review

It is now particularly important for the international community to monitor the situation in Bangladesh, and push for the reestab-
lishment of democracy, with a particular emphasis on protecting human rights.

stop fresh landgrabbing and settlement programme of Bengali settlers in CHt, Bangladesh

GHRD has received reliable information that, by taking advantage of the current state of Emergency that was imposed in the 
country on 11th January 2007 by the present military-backed Caretaker Government of Dr. Fakhruddin Ahmed, the military forces 
deployed in the Chittagong Hill Tracts have resumed the settlement programme of government-sponsored Bengali settlers and 
landgrabbing in CHT. I am deeply concerned that, as all kinds of protests, processions and public meetings are restricted by the 
state of Emergency, the indigenous peoples can not protest against this fresh settlement programme as well as land grabbing 
activities. 

GHRD has received information from a reliable source that, with the direct support of military forces, Bengali settlers from Kaba-
khali area cleaned huge areas of sona Mian Tilla and BouddhaBihar under Babuchara mouza in Dighinala upazila (sub-district) 
of Khagrachari district since last week of August 2007 for constructing houses. Military forces of Dighinala cantonment declared 
the settlement of hundreds of Bengali settler families in theses areas. The Zone Commander of Dighinala army zone called upon 
all mouza headmen under Dighinala upazila to providing support to this fresh settlement programme. The headmen could not 
protest, fearing military harassment. However, the headman of Babuchara mouza did try to protest. He was threatened by the Zone 
Commander that he would be arrested or that a case would be filed against him. The intelligence activities have been increased 
against headmen, in order to prevent any communication with human rights activists and the media. 

Complaints have been received by GHRD;s source from a relative of Kabakhali mouza Headman, that military forces undertook a 
plan to settle about 300 families of Bengali setters at Kripapur village under Kabakhali mouza in Dighinala. The military have al-
ready visited the places for this purpose. The source also confirmed that a settlement programme is going on at Merung, Changra-
chari and Betchari under Dighinalasub-district and Lemuchari and Itchari areas under Mahalchari sub-district.
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GHRD has also received information that in June 2007, the military forces settled at least 200 families of Bengali settlers at Dan-
tkupya village under Khagrachari sub-district, on the land of 52 families of indigenous people. Jumma villagers said that a camp 
was set up on the land of one villager on 8th March 2007 by the military forces of 32nd Bengal, in order to provide security to the 
settler families. The villagers also confirmed that the General Commanding Officer (GOC) of 24th infantry division of Chittagong 
cantonment visited the camp on 29th July 2007 for this purpose.  

One of victims of land dispossession in Khagrachari said that from January 2006 to June 2006 Bengali settlers from Nunchari 
cluster village occupied more than 500 acres of land and built about 300 houses on the recorded lands of the Jumma people of 
Gamaridhalaunder Khagrachari sadar sub-district. They also occupied lands of the Bouddha Shishughar Orphanage and Jumma 
villagers at Saprue Karbari Para under Mahalchari sub-district. Every day they threatened the Jumma people for committing com-
munal riots. 

Further information has been received that the upazila Nirbahi Officer (sub-district executive officer) of Mahalchari sun-district, 
directed by Mahalchari army zone, called a meeting on land disputes at his office on 5th August 2007, with representatives of both 
Bengali settlers and Jumma villagers. But, bypassing the demands of Jumma people, the uNO ordered the Jumma people to be 
presented their land documents within a few days. It is claimed that there are huge traditionally occupied lands, other than re-
corded lands. Traditionally occupied lands are not required to have land deeds. It is worth mentioning that the Government does 
not formally recognize the rights of the traditionally occupied lands. The Government regards these lands as state-owned. They are 
also known as Khas lands. It is claimed that Government forces are using State of Emergency in occupying Jumma’s land in order 
to move programme of ethnic cleansing forward.

With an aim to conduct this land grabbing and settlement programmes uninterrupted, the military forces are forming so-called  
“shanti Committees” (Peace Committees) with representatives both from Jumma and Bengali settlers in several places. The Head-
man of Dantkupya mouza confirmed, for example, that such a committee was formed at Dantkupya village in his chair. Three rep-
resentatives from each Bengali and Jumma community were included as members of this committee. One of the members said 
that Jumma villagers were compelled to be member of this committee. He expressed that no Jumma people agreed willingly to be 
member to this committee, as their lands were being seized. He also said that the committee was not really effective, but merely a 
front so that the military could continue their work interrupted. The Jumma have no option to protest against this activity as state 
of Emergency is going in the country.

In March 2007, the authority of Ruma cantonment ordered to the indigenous people to leave the area as they acquired about 7570 
acres of ancestral land of indigenous peoples for the expansion of the Ruma garrison. More than 4000 indigenous family, mostly 
belong to Mro community, will loose their land due to this acquisition. Mro leaders claim local people have not been consulted 
before land acquisition. A representative from the Movement for Protection of Land Rights and Forest, a land rights organisation 
based in Rangamati, claimed that only in Bandarban district in CHT, were 40,077 acres of land were given lease to the outsiders. 
However, a total 94,066acres of land for so-called afforestation and 75,686 acres for military bases have already been acquired in 
the same district.

In another complaint, received from PCJss member in Bilaichari upazila, it was stated that a member of Digholachari army zone 
of 8 Bengal in Bilaishari under Rangamati district forced him to leave his recorded grove land, handing it over to a Bengali Muslim 
settler. This first Bengali settler had been living on this land for years without permission. However, he recently decided to go back 
to his original home district of sylhet and so sold the land to a second Bengali settler. The original owner of the land went to the 
police who declared judgment in his favour. However, the first Bengali settler then complained to the army that the original owner 
of the land had evicted him and his family, and so the original owner was threatened, and forced by the army to leave. 

In the last week of July 2007 high military officials in Khagrachari met with District Awami League and BNP leaders in a meeting at 
Brigade headquarters. They discussed the settler issue and decided to begin settlement expansion. The military officers urged both 
the AL and BNP leaders to shun mutual political bickering and work for the common interest of the Bengalis in CHT. 

Appeal: 

I find it unacceptable that this programme of settlement and landgrabbing is allowed to continue and so appeal that everything 
possible is done to influence the present Caretaker Government of Bangladesh and Bangladesh military forces to: 

1. stop fresh settlement programme of Bengali settlers and land grabbing in CHT and 

2. return Bengali settlers back to their cluster villages unless and until land disputes are resolved through land commission.

All names of sources and victims have been removed from this appeal
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Bangladesh Cyclone: minority groups particularly vulnerable

Dear Friends,

Global Human Rights Defence (GHRD) would like to express its sincere condolences for the victims of Cyclone sidr that hit the 
coast of Bangladesh on Thursday 15 November 2007. It has been reported to date it that the cyclone has claimed more than 
2,000 lives, 15,000 have been injured and there are thousands of people still missing. 15 of the country’s 64 districts were af-
fected, seven of them badly, including Patuakhali, Borguna, Bhola, Barisal, Satkhira, Bagerhat and Khulna, after tidal surges up to 
six metres high overwhelmed the low-lying area. 

Homes have been ripped apart, huge areas of farmland have been flooded and/or severely damaged and much of the coun-
try’s electricity and means of communication are still down. The cyclone, triggered by a tidal surge, has devastated three coastal 
towns and forced an evacuation of almost 1,000,000 people in the country.  Death tolls are feared to rise to 10,000 according to 
GHRDs observer in Dhaka. 

There is a lack of food and clean water in many affected areas and access to such areas has been blocked due to the storm. The 
devastating effects left by the cyclone will be long term as the current political instability in the country does not allow for a 
rapid and effective relief plan.

GHRD is extremely concerned that despite major humanitarian aid efforts in Bangladesh, there are still many remote areas 
inhabiting minority and indigenous communities that are not being reached.  Neglected groups such as minorities, in particular 
women and children, suffer the most in natural disasters.  

This effect is felt most in a country such as Bangladesh that has extremely low social and economic rights for these groups. With 
existing patterns of discrimination, the privileged groups are likely to receive preferential treatment in rescue efforts. 

GHRD has therefore allied its partner organisation The Human Rights Congress for Bangladesh Minorities (HRCBM) in a joint effort 
to raise funds to assist the minority victims of this catastrophe. you can help us support these victims through an online donation 
and/or distributing this message to encourage others to take action as well.

international day for the elimination of Violence against Women

sunday 25 November is designated as the International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women. Governments, inter-
national organisations and NGOs are encouraged by the General Assembly to organise activities designated to raise public aware-
ness to the problem on that day. The date came after the brutal assassination in 
1960, of the three Mirabal sisters, political activists in the Dominican Republic. 

Women in all countries and from all social, national, ethnic or religious backgrounds are victims of some form of violence, and 
women from religious, ethnic or class minority groups are at an even greater risk.  Gender based violence takes place in the public 
an in the private sphere, and the severity and type varies ranging from economic inequality to sexual violence and gendercide. 
Categorically for all types of gender based violence is that it is violence suffered by women, because they are women. 

GHRD takes very seriously the issue of violence against women. Along with the appeals that GHRD has been making to govern-
ments to change their policies, the organisation leads several projects in these region in order to assist these women. Examples 
can be the Training the trainer for the empowerment of women for Bhutanese refugee women, the Help Health in the Jammu and 
Kashmir camps, and the legal assistance projects for victims of rape in Bangladesh.

suGGEsTED ACTION: 
Take action and express your outrage to sexual violence in Bangladesh! 
 
sign the petition at http://www.stopgangrapes.org/Pagina.asp?ID=2500 

The petition will be delivered to the Dutch Human Rights Commission on International Human Rights Day 10 December. 
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Human rights activist likely to be shot

Dear friends, 

The Asian Human Rights Commission (AHRC) has been informed that Mr. Jahangir Alam Akash, a journalist and human rights de-
fender based in Rajshahi city is once again threatened by the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB) for exposing the atrocities committed 
by the RAB in Bangladesh. Mr. Akash is the coordinator of the Task Force against Torture  (TFT)-Rajshahi city as well as the regional 
coordinator of the Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights (BIHR) in the Rajshahi region. He is also a journalist by profession working 
as the bureau chief of a private news television channel CsB News and the Daily sangbad, a Dhaka based national newspaper. 

Mr. Akash,intimidated and also arrested on fabricated charges by the RAB several times in the recent past. While in detention he 
was tortured severely. Due to the injuries Akash suffered from torture he finds it difficult to walk now. On previous occasions when 
Akash was arrested he was released on bail. Now, the AHRC has learned through  credible sources in Bangladesh that Akash has 
been once again threatened by the RAB that he will be booked with yet another fabricated charge and would be shot dead as if 
he was  killed in an encounter. Akash is now in hiding being afraid that he would be killed by the RAB any day. His family is also 
afraid that they would be targeted by the RAB to make Akash surrender before the RAB. 

The AHRC in the past has issued several updates regarding Akash’s case. For further 
information please see: uA-149-2007 <http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2007/2371/>, 
uP-101-2007 
< http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2007/2504/> and uP-142-2007 
<http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2007/2637/>. Major Mr. Rashid of the RAB is 
believed to be behind these incidents. For further details, please see uP-122-2007 
<http://www.ahrchk.net/ua/mainfile.php/2007/2574/ >. 

suGGEsTED ACTION: 
Please write a letter to the authorities below and urge them to provide immediate protection to Mr. Akash. Please also demand the 
authorities to conduct an impartial inquiry about the activities of the RAB stationed in Rajshahi city. 

a prominent Human Rights defender & Journalist was arrested without warrant of arrest.

Dear Friends,

Global Human Rights Defence(GHRD) has received information from the Bangladesh Institute for Human Rights(BIHR) concerning 
the arbitrary arrest of the coordinator of the Task Force against Torture (TFT) and  the regional coordinator of the BIHR that took 
place on 23 October 2007 after midnight.

CAsE DETAILs:
Name of Victim: Mr. Jahangir Alam Akash. 
Time of Arrest: 23 October, 2007 after midnight( around 02.00am 24 October 2007).

On 23 October 2007 midnight at 1.30.am, a group (10/12 members) civilian dressed Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)-5 personnel 
came to the house of Mr. Jahangir Alam  in Rajsh. The son of the owner of the building (26) came out and asked for the alleged 
perpetrators to reveal their identity. As they refused to disclose their identity and reason for being there, they busted in angry and 
shouting. 

Thereafter they knocked at the door of Jahangir Alam Akash. When the wife of Mr. Akash asked them for their identity and reason 
for being there they refused and then tried to break the door lock to enter the flat. After they disclosed their identity they said that 
they came in due to the fact that a reliable source had told them that there were some arms hidden in the house. When Mr. Akash’s 
wife asked them to show her the search warrant, they proceeded to lie to her by telling her that they had a search warrant issued 
by the concerned court. When she opened the door they stormed the room and grabbed Mr. Jahangir Alam Akash and started 
to slap him as well as using abusive language and directed him to go with them. It is believed that due to the fact that Mr Akash 
had been broad casting news on different abuses of power by the RAB-5 and other corrupted persons on private TV channels and 
daily newspapers, the alleged RAB personnel and other persons were aggrieved with him. For this reason to take revenge and give 
punishment they arrested him. 

In light of the above, GHRD strongly urges the local authorities to follow up on the investigation and bring the perpetrators to 
justice, and to ensure that the victimised family and close relatives receive proper legal assistance. GHRD also encourages other 
Human Rights Organisations and individuals to take action by the distribution of this message. 
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Bangladesh: Human rights activist risks execution

Dear sir/Madam, 

Global Human Rights Defence (GHRD) are extremely concerned about the potential execution of a Human Rights activist (Mr. Ja-
hangir Alam Akash), by the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB-5) in Bangladesh. Mr Akash is a journalist and regional coordinator of the 
Bangladesh Institute of Human Rights (BIHR).
 
Mr. Akash has been intimidated and arrested on fabricated charges by the RAB several times in the past. While in detention he was 
tortured so severely that he finds it difficult to walk now. 

Mr. Akash has been recently released from jail custody by bail but is implicated in another false extortion case at pothia police 
station by Bangladesh Nationalist Party (BNP) leader Abdul Latif Bishwash on 25 November 2007 influencing by the RAB. He is 
threatened with execution in something that will be made to look like an crossfire killing. Akash is now in hiding in fear of being 
killed by the RAB any day.  His family is also afraid that they would be targeted by the RAB to force Akash to surrender.

Name of alleged perpetrators: 

1. Major Mr. Rashidul Hassan Rashid, attached to the Rapid Action Battalion (RAB)-5 deployed for the Rajshahi region. 
2. Adbul Latif Bishwash (BNP leader)
3. Other personnel of the RAB-5 

Date of incident: Continuously - since 2 May 2007, 25 November 2007 
Place of incident: Rajshahi city 

This is unfortunately not an isolated instance. GHRD is frequently receiving information and reports about journalists and human 
rights defenders that are facing death threats from the law-enforcing agencies and security forces in Bangladesh. We are also very 
much concerned that since the state of emergency was imposed in the country such threats and intimidations by state’s security 
forces have alarmingly increased there. yet none of the alleged perpetrators have yet been prosecuted for their alleged crimes. As 
a result, the worst type of culture of impunity is cultivated in Bangladesh, despite the nation’s presence in the uN Human Rights 
Council since May 2006. We are also concerned about the many reports of torture, ill-treatment, extra-judicial killings by the armed 
security forces over the past four months under a state of emergency. 

GHRD strongly urges the Government of Bangladesh to ensure the immediate protection of Mr Jahangir Alam Akash and other hu-
man rights defenders/journalists in the country. Due process must be respected and the rule of law restored immediately. Crimes 
committed by the security forces must be investigated and the perpetrators brought to justice. 

Immediate action is required. 
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